
Hemingway Tigers Battalion Received Its “Honor Unit with 
Distinction” Award   

On February 11, 2022, the Hemingway Tigers Battalion received its “Honor Unit with 
Distinction” award after an intensive review. The “Honor Unit with Distinction” is the highest  

award given for Cadet Inspection. The battalion received an overall score of 99.25 percent out of 
a possible 100.  

“The cadets worked really hard towards this day. Everything was worth the wait. I am very 

proud of all of them,” said Master Sergeant Theodis Faison.  

On the Battalion Staff’s Continuous Improvement Briefing, the staff received 35 out of a 
possible 35 points, 19.50 out of a possible 20 points on the Service Learning Brief, 15 out of 15 
possible points on the Ranks Inspection, 20 out of 20 possible points on Cadets Portfolio, and 

Master Sergeant Faison received 30 out of 30 possible points on the Instructor’s Portfolio.  

The Battalion Continuous Improvement Brief members were C/LTC Lauren Lawrence, 
C/MAJ Daviana Williams, C/CPT Angela Balderas, C/CPT Isheuna Edwards, C/MAJ Kameron 

Graham, C/CPT Ariel Hemingway, and C/ CPT Jamia McCray. Service Learning Brief members 
were C/CSM Azasha Scott, C/ CPT Rebekah Baggett, C/SFC Camdyn Cooper, C/SSG Le’Asia 
Scott, and C/SSG Catherine Wilson. The Color Guard Team consisted of C/MAJ Kameron 

Graham, C/MAJ Daviana Williams, C/CSM Azasha Scott, and C/SFC Ty’Quan Briggs. Lastly, 
the Portfolio Team consisted of C/LTC Lauren Lawrence, C/MAJ Daviana Williams, C/MAJ 

Kameron Graham, C/CSM Azasha Scott, C/SFC Camdyn Cooper, C/SSG Le’Asia Scott, C/SSG 
Catherine Wilson, C/SGT Da’Nyre Williams, C/SGT Shi’Asia Palmer, and C/CPL Breanna Scott.   

Mr. Eric Shay of Fort Bragg and his team from North Carolina, JROTC’s Higher 
Headquarters, were very impressed with the cadets’ performance and dedication. Mr. Shay stated, 

“If I judge, I would say that the cadets are ranked in the top 2 percent out of the 1,709 schools. 
They did a superior job!”   

Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Lauren Lawrence said, “We were so overwhelmed until Master 

Sergeant Faison provided us with lots of encouragement, constructive feedback and clarity as of 
what we need to do and how to do it. He truly helped us in all ways possible.” She expressed her 

gratitude to the Battalion and staff who helped contribute to this success. “Leadership princip les 
such as Build the Team and Set the Example are very tough in my battalion. My staff must 
demonstrate all leadership principles to their full potential in order to pass it on to others. I am very 

proud of all of them, truly!” Lawrence added. Being a part of JROTC has taught Lawrence that if 
if a person puts his or her mind to do something, anything is possible! She credits this program for 

teaching her what a true leader is. “I have become a better version of myself, reaching my full 
potential and always striving for the best. This was all possible with the help of Master Sergeant 
Faison and my principal, Dr. Tara Richardson.”  Lawrence is a senior and plans to have a 

successful career in the military.  



Master Sergeant Faison is grateful for this award of excellence. “This inspection was a 
success because of the goals that were set in place. From day one, our goal was to work very hard 

and keep the gold star. For the past years, things have been a bit difficult, but our Battalion made 
everything fall in line. Before working at Hemingway High, I worked at Kingstree Senior High 

where they we were also very consistent with an outstanding rank. During the last inspection there, 
I helped the former cadets prepare for accreditation. We were very pleased with their high score 
and aimed to score higher this time around. Truth be told, we surely did! I am very proud of all of 

the cadets that made this inspection, and the success it turned out to be. Also, I am ever-so-grateful 
for the seniors and their major roles. They will be truly missed in the following inspections to 

come.”  

The inspectors commended Master Sergeant Faison for his exemplary leadership and the 
strong support given to his students’ success. He was lauded for serving as the Senior Army 
Instructor for the JROTC Department, in which he accomplished a task that is usually done by two 

instructors. 

 


